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Sir: 



Please inform the undersigned attorney as to the status of the above-referenced patent 
application, which was filed on June 1, 1995. 

Our records reflect that a Notice of Allowance was mailed by the PTO on September 12, 
1997, and that a petition by the applicants was filed on September 22, 1997 under 37 C.F.R. 1.97 
[d] and 1.97 [e] to have a supplemental Information Disclosure Statement considered. 

In December of 1997 the Examiner indicated to the undersigned that the September 22 
petition as well as the file had been misplaced, and that a formal search was being made. A new 
petition was then filed by the Applicant on December 12, 1997 to have the application withdrawn 
from issue until the pending Rule 1.97 petition for the IDS had been considered. 

In several subsequent telephone follow-ups in January - March 1998, Examiner Nguyen 
indicated that the file had been located, that the file was in his possession, and that a response 
was forthcoming shortly. However, to date, after more than 4 months, applicants have received 
no further word in connection with the present application. 



Accordingly, Applicant earnestly solicits an update on the status of the above-reference 
application. A copy of this request has been faxed to the attention of the Examiner as well. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Date: April 29, 1998 



J. Nicholas Gross, Attorney 
Reg. No. 34,175 
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